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General text for the exhibition
VAN GOGH & VINCENT — KRAKÓW

Step Inside His Life
Everyone knows Van Gogh: the Sunflowers, The Starry Night, the severed ear. 

Yet beyond these powerful images lies a far more complex story — that of a man 
who only began painting at the age of 27, after years of searching for meaning 
as an art dealer and later as a preacher among miners in Belgium. In just a 
decade, Vincent van Gogh produced over 2,000 artworks, sold almost nothing 
during his lifetime, and maintained an extraordinary correspondence with his 
brother Theo — a body of writing that remains one of the most intimate testi-
monies in the history of art.

The exhibition Van Gogh & Vincent, presented in the heart of Kraków at 
Bracka 13, offers a radically different approach to this story. Rather than projec-
tions or digital effects, it proposes a fully immersive, physical journey through 
the environments that shaped Van Gogh’s life. Across 32 rooms and 1,500 
square metres, visitors move from the quiet interiors of his Dutch childhood 
to the bustling galleries of Paris, from the darkness of the Borinage mines to 
the luminous landscapes of Arles and the final intensity of Auvers-sur-Oise. 
Each space is conceived as a chapter, allowing visitors to experience the artist’s 
trajectory step by step, as a lived reality.

Curated with scientific precision by Wouter van der Veen and developed within 
the framework of the Van Gogh Academy, the exhibition guarantees the highest 
standards of historical and scientific accuracy. The exhibition also features 
a selection of exceptional “Museum Editions” — high-precision reproductions 
developed by the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, replicating the original 
works down to the micron in size, colour, and texture. Together, these elements 
offer a rare opportunity: not only to encounter Van Gogh’s work, but to under-
stand the life, the context, and the urgency that made it possible.

Full version
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Step Inside His Life
Everyone knows Van Gogh: the Sunflowers, The Starry Night, the severed ear. 

But beyond these iconic images lies a far more complex story. Vincent only 
began painting at 27, after years searching for purpose as an art dealer and 
preacher. In just ten years, he created over 2,000 works and left behind an 
extraordinary correspondence with his brother Theo.

Presented at Bracka 13 in the heart of Kraków, Van Gogh & Vincent offers a fully 
immersive journey through the places that shaped his life. Across 32 rooms 
and 1,500 m2, visitors move through reconstructed environments — from 
the Netherlands to Paris, Arles and Auvers-sur-Oise — each space revealing 
a chapter of his story.

Curated by Wouter van der Veen and developed within the Van Gogh Academy, 
the exhibition ensures the highest level of historical and scientific accuracy. It 
also features a selection of “Museum Editions” — high-precision reproductions 
developed by the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam — offering a rare opportu-
nity to step inside the life behind the legend.

Short version



General text for the exhibition
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Step Inside His Life
A unique immersive exhibition retracing the life of Vincent van Gogh through 

32 rooms and 1,500 m2 of reconstructed environments.

Curated by Wouter van der Veen and developed within the Van Gogh Academy, 
it combines historical accuracy with a powerful sensory experience, includ-
ing exceptional “Museum Editions” produced by the Van Gogh Museum in 
Amsterdam.

Bracka 13, Kraków.

Brief version



“It isn’t 
the language 
of painters 
one ought to 
listen to� but 
the language 
of nature.”

Vincent van Gogh



Introduction
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Opening on May 15 in the heart of Kraków, Van Gogh & Vincent is far more 
than an exhibition: it is an unprecedented journey into the real life of Vincent 
van Gogh.

Created by Van Gogh scholar and researcher Wouter van der Veen, founder of 
the Van Gogh Academy, the exhibition reveals rare documents, forgotten stories, 
and major discoveries that challenge the myths surrounding the artist.

Across 33 immersive rooms, visitors encounter Vincent not as a legend, but as 
a deeply human, brilliant and vulnerable man. Combining historical research, 
spectacular visual experiences and original narrative storytelling, the exhibition 
offers a completely new perspective on Van Gogh’s life and work.

No prior knowledge of art history is needed — only curiosity about one of the 
most fascinating human stories in modern culture. In a rare and deeply immer-
sive way, the man behind the masterpieces emerges with extraordinary intimacy 
and authenticity.



Wouter van der Veen
VAN GOGH & VINCENT — KRAKÓW

A Word From 
The Curator
“Van Gogh & Vincent” was created from a simple conviction: behind the myth 

stands a real human being. Too often, Vincent van Gogh has been reduced to 
clichés — the mad genius, the instinctive painter, the tragic outsider. This exhi-
bition invites visitors to discover a different Vincent: a thoughtful, determined 
and deeply human person, whose art was shaped as much by hard work and 
reflection as by talent.

For me, this project represents the culmination of more than twenty-seven years 
spent exploring Van Gogh’s world and gradually uncovering the man behind 
the legend. Through immersive storytelling, rare documents and powerful visual 
experiences, I wanted to share that exceptional closeness with the public.

More than an art exhibition, “Van Gogh & Vincent” is an encounter with the 
real Vincent.

—

The most comprehensive source: www.vangoghletters.org

http://www.vangoghletters.org
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What distinguishes 
our exhibition?
The world’s greatest Van Gogh collections are held by institutions such as the Van 

Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, the Kröller-Müller Museum in Otterlo, the Musée 
d’Orsay in Paris, and The Met in New York. Countless other museums across the 
globe proudly display one or several works by Van Gogh. Yet nowhere has his 
entire life story been recreated as a permanent exhibition experience.

“Van Gogh & Vincent” is the first exhibition of its kind in the world — because 
telling Van Gogh’s story is an extraordinary challenge. In just 37 years, Vincent 
lived at 36 different addresses across four countries. He pursued three careers, 
spoke four languages, met countless individuals, discovered thousands of art-
works, and immersed himself in literature — discussing more than 200 books 
in his remarkable 900-letter correspondence alone.

How can such a rich, complex and intensely human life be transformed into an 
exhibition? Our answer was not simply to display information, but to recreate 
the worlds Van Gogh inhabited: the rooms he lived in, the atmospheres he 
experienced, and the emotions he carried within him — sometimes through 
visual metaphors capable of expressing more than words ever could.
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Evolution of 
Van Gogh’s technique
Van Gogh’s artistic journey was one of constant transformation. He began with 

dark colours and rough brushwork inspired by Dutch realist painters, focus-
ing on peasants, workers and everyday life. After discovering modern art in 
Paris, his palette suddenly became brighter and more daring, influenced by 
Impressionism and Japanese prints. In Arles and Saint-Rémy, he developed 
the powerful style for which he is now famous: vibrant colours, expressive 
brushstrokes and dynamic compositions charged with emotion and movement. 
Far from being instinctive alone, Van Gogh’s technique evolved through relent-
less experimentation, observation and hard work.
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Compelling facts
Did you know? Vincent van Gogh was not the starving beggar of popular legend. 

During the final years of his career, his brother Theo provided him with around 
250 francs per month — while Vincent’s friend, the postman Joseph Roulin, 
earned roughly 135 francs monthly from his full-time job. This income allowed 
Vincent to rent rooms, buy art supplies, eat in cafés and devote himself entirely 
to painting. The arrangement between the two brothers was also far more struc-
tured than is often imagined: Theo was not simply giving charity to Vincent. 
They had a clear and well-documented agreement — Vincent created the paint-
ings, while Theo financially supported him and became the owner of the works.

Did you know? Contrary to the popular myth that Van Gogh died completely 
ignored and misunderstood, he was already beginning to receive important 
recognition during his lifetime. In January 1890 — just months before his death 
— the influential critic Albert Aurier published a glowing review of Van Gogh’s 
work in the prestigious French magazine Mercure de France, describing him 
as one of the most remarkable artists of the new generation.

Did you know? For more than a century, Vincent van Gogh’s death was never 
seriously disputed by those who knew him. After shooting himself in July 1890, 
Vincent remained alive for nearly two days, during which he spoke openly about 
what he had done. His brother Theo, Dr. Gachet and the local authorities all 
accepted his act as intentional suicide. Far from being a mysterious or hidden 
event, his final decision was documented by multiple witnesses and understood 
by those closest to him as a conscious act carried out by a man who had strug-
gled for years with recurring mental crises.

Did you know? Van Gogh was not the wild, purely instinctive painter of popular 
imagination. Although he often worked quickly, his art was deeply thoughtful 
and carefully constructed. Largely self-taught, he educated himself through 
books, manuals, artistic theories and the close study of other painters. Van Gogh 
approached colour with extraordinary precision, comparing harmonies of 
colour to harmonies in music and thinking of many of his paintings as true 
“symphonies in colour.” Behind the energy of his brushwork lay discipline, 
reflection and an intense understanding of artistic composition.



“I regard love 
– as I do 
friendship –

not only as 
a feeling but 
chiefly as 
an action.”

Vincent van Gogh
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Hazis Vardar
Hazis Vardar is a Belgian-Albanian cultural entrepreneur, producer, and creator 

of immersive museum experiences working between Paris, Brussels, and the 
Balkans. He is Ambassador for France and Belgium of the Sovereign State 
of the Bektashis Order. For more than twenty years, he has developed interna-
tional projects combining live entertainment, cultural innovation, and large-
scale exhibitions.

He is best known as the creator of The World of Banksy / Banksy Museum, an 
immersive exhibition concept presented in major cities including Amsterdam, 
Paris, Barcelona, Brussels, Milan, Prague, and Dubai, attracting more than 
one million visitors worldwide. Through his work, Hazis Vardar promotes an 
independent and accessible approach to cultural mediation, driven by strong 
human values, dialogue between cultures, and the belief that art should remain 
open to everyone.

Wouter van der Veen
Art historian, author, publisher and independent researcher affiliated with 

the University of Strasbourg. PhD from Utrecht University in 2007 with the 
thesis Van Gogh, a Literary Mind. Key publications include: Van Gogh in Auvers 
(Éditions du Chêne, 2009), Van Gogh’s Capital (Actes Sud, 2018), and Attacked 
at the Very Root (Arthénon, 2020), which details his discovery of the exact loca-
tion where Van Gogh painted his final masterpiece. In 2023: contributions to 
five books, three films, one VR experience, a Van Gogh AI model, four articles, 
curatorship of the exhibition Van Gogh, The Last Journeys in Auvers-sur-
Oise, and rehabilitation of the Dr. Gachet House. In 2024, lead contributor to 
Le Figaro’s special issue on the 150th anniversary of Impressionism. Founder 
of the Van Gogh Academy. Curator of Van Gogh, Influencer in Auvers-sur-Oise 
(April 2026-January 2027).
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/3imo9fxzszmffyas3s2hn/AOyuMOcwZ3k6ElIQK6i336E?rlkey=ajg8j157znu5wzob63p2bfeg2&dl=0

PDF & JPEG files

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/3imo9fxzszmffyas3s2hn/AOyuMOcwZ3k6ElIQK6i336E?rlkey=ajg8j157znu5wzob63p2bfeg2&dl=0
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/d6u90pherc1rqyti00zz6/AMwqX_DJMWZKtNdQZDLTaHA?rlkey=z4z1nthwtb68ovufy7n9usl9x&dl=0

Vincent van Gogh 
Self-Portrait with Grey Felt Hat
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh 
La Crau vu de Montmajour
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh 
The Sower
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh 
Letter 253 – p.2
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh 
Letter 200 – p.2
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh, 19 years old

©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Theo van Gogh, 13 years old

©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/d6u90pherc1rqyti00zz6/AMwqX_DJMWZKtNdQZDLTaHA?rlkey=z4z1nthwtb68ovufy7n9usl9x&dl=0
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/d6u90pherc1rqyti00zz6/AMwqX_DJMWZKtNdQZDLTaHA?rlkey=z4z1nthwtb68ovufy7n9usl9x&dl=0

Wouter van der Veen at the Van Gogh 
Academy Photographie © Lello Ammirati

Hazis Vardar

Wouter van der Veen at the Van Gogh 
Academy Photographie © Lello Ammirati

Hazis Vardar

Wouter van der Veen – Influencer 
exhibition at the Chateau d’Auvers

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/d6u90pherc1rqyti00zz6/AMwqX_DJMWZKtNdQZDLTaHA?rlkey=z4z1nthwtb68ovufy7n9usl9x&dl=0


Vincent van Gogh 
Fishing Boats on the Beach 
at Les Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh 
Sunflowers
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh
Boulevard de Clichy
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh
Undergrowth
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh 
The Harvest
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh 
The Bedroom
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh
Landscape at Twilight
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh
Almond blossom
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)

Vincent van Gogh
Wheatfield under Thunderclouds
©Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
(Vincent van Gogh Foundation)
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Ul. Bracka 13 
31-005 Kraków

vangoghandvincent.pl

Press contact

Website

Address

Barbara Elbaz 
English and French 
be@academy.vg  
+33 6 46 72 19 25

Tetiana Taran 
English, Polish, German, Ukrainian and Russian 
muzeum.taran@gmail.com 
+48 732 540 519

http://vangoghandvincent.pl
mailto:be%40academy.vg%20?subject=
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